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Rydz-Smigly took over the chief command; by May i the Bol-
sheviks, though in superior strength, were repulsed, and Rydz-
Smigly, passing to the offensive, materially advanced the Polish
front within the next few days.
The Polish commanders had all the time to "observe" the
German and Lithuanian forces on their left flank, from the Vilia
to Grodno; there were indications of an understanding between
the Germans, still strong and aggressive, in the Baltic region and
the Bolsheviks. The political feature of the campaign for Vilna
was the proclamation Pilsudski addressed to "The People of the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania/' in which he spoke of the idea of
federation, not of incorporation, in consonance with his fine
conception of a Great Poland, with White Russia and the Ukraine
as partners in one federated State. Vilna also figured in the Jewish
propaganda against Poland. There were many Jews in that city,
but instead of there being an organized pogrom, they suffered
losses in the fighting for Vilna in precisely the same way as in
that for Lwow.
EASTERN GALICIA OCCUPIED
Pilsudski next dealt with the south sector—the Ukrainian. He
placed J. Haller in command of the operations, and two of the
divisions that had come from France were to take part in them,
but when the Polish offensive was about to open, the Supreme
Council forbade the utilization of these troops. Pilsudski there-
upon made a new plan, moved fresh troops up to the front,
regrouped others, and on May 14-15, 1919, the whole Polish line
advanced in Eastern Galicia and in Volhynia, the total strength
being 50,000 men, with 200 guns. After a few days' fighting, the
Poles were completely successful, the Ukrainians falling back in
disorder. On May 20 the Poles were in possession of Drohobycz
and the oil region; they pushed eastward to Luck and Brody, and
were in Halicz and Stanislavov on May 27, linking up with
Rumanian forces. The Supreme Council again intervened and
threatened to cut Poland off from military supplies if the cam-
paign was pressed. On June 8 the Ukrainians, who had reorganized
part of their trpops, began a counter-offensive from Trembovla,

